CURRICULUM PAPER
Law Studies

St. Laurent

Textbook:  Street Law:  A Course in Practical Law
First Nine Weeks


Unit 1 – Introduction to law and the legal system


Unit 2 Part 1 – Criminal law and juvenile justice

Second Nine Weeks


Unit 2 Part 2 – The criminal justice system


Mock trials


Unit 6 – Individual rights and liberties

TESTS AND QUIZZES


Tests are given at the end of each unit.  Most tests are worth 100 points.  The material covered on a test may include vocabulary comprehension, textbook content and any lecture, homework, worksheet or discussion information.  It is the student’s responsibility to arrange to make up tests.  All tests much be made up within one week of the absence.

Quizzes are generally given without prior notice and are worth from 10 to 50 points.  Material included on quizzes can include any material previously covered in the course.  If a student is absent, he/she will be responsible for the makeup.

HOMEWORK


Homework may be checked.  There will be no prior notice.  The student is expected to complete and have ready any homework assignment given by the instructor.  If a student is absent, he/she will have one day for every day of absence to hand in the assignments.  If the work is not made up, no points will be awarded for that assignment.  It is the student’s responsibility to find out which assignments he/she missed before school on the day that the student returns.
CURRENT EVENTS


Each week (unless otherwise specified) the student will select a law-related article from a newspaper, news magazine, approved internet sources or other approved media.  The student will read the article and summarize it on a sheet of paper.  The student will attach a copy of the article to the summary to be handed in to the instructor.  The student may volunteer to present his/her article to the class for extra credit.  All students are required to hand in a current event weekly.

NOTEBOOKS

Each student is expected to keep a class notebook.  They will contain handouts, homework class work, lecture notes and any other materials designated by the instructor.

MOCK TRIAL(S)

The entire class will participate in at least one mock trial during the semester.  Each student will be assigned a role in the trial, and is expected to fully participate.  The trial(s) will be worth the equivalent of a test grade or more.

CLASS PARTICIPATION

Although no specific point value is given for participation in class, the instructor may add points to the student’s grade for readiness and active participation.  

CALCULATION OF GRADES

Nine weeks grades are calculated by dividing the student’s total points by the total possible points for that student.  The grading scale for the county is as follows:


90-100 = A


80-89 = B


70-79 = C


60-69 = D


Below 60 = F

CLASS RULES


1. No food, drinks or gum in the class.


2. The student will be in his/her seat when the tardy bell   rings.


3. The student is expected to pay attention in class at all times.


4. The student will bring his/her notebook, book, paper and writing instrument to class each day, unless otherwise instructed.


5. Each student will show respect and courtesy to all members of the class.
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